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NABARD Grade A Phase 01 & Phase 02 Syllabus

NABARD Grade A is one of the most sought-after examinations for candidates aspiring to build a career
in the agriculture, rural development, and banking sectors. Every year, NABARD releases an official
notification outlining the recruitment process, including important details such as eligibility criteria, exam
pattern, vacancies, and syllabus.

Among all these details, the syllabus plays a crucial role in guiding a candidate’s preparation. A clear
understanding of the syllabus helps aspirants focus on relevant topics, avoid unnecessary study
material, and prepare in a structured manner.

The NABARD Grade A syllabus covers a diverse range of subjects, including Economic and Social Issues
(ESI), Agriculture and Rural Development (ARD), Reasoning Ability, Quantitative Aptitude, English
Language, Computer Knowledge, Decision Making, and General Awareness. Since the examination tests
both subject knowledge and aptitude skills, having a thorough understanding of the syllabus is essential
for success.

Familiarity with the syllabus enables candidates to create an effective study plan, prioritize important
topics, and track their preparation more efficiently. It also boosts confidence by providing clarity about
what to expect in the examination.

What is the NABARD Grade A Syllabus 2026?

Latest Update: The official NABARD Grade A 2026 notification has not been released yet. Based on
previous recruitment cycles, it is expected to be published between July and August 2026.

The NABARD Grade A examination is known for its comprehensive yet well-defined syllabus, designed to
assess a candidate’s aptitude, awareness, and understanding of agriculture, rural development, and
economic issues. Having a clear understanding of the syllabus is essential for effective preparation.

The syllabus varies across different stages of the selection process. Here's a brief overview:

 Phase 1 (Preliminary Examination): The prelims exam consists of eight subjects—Reasoning Ability,
English Language, Quantitative Aptitude, Computer Knowledge, Decision Making, General Awareness,
Agriculture & Rural Development (ARD), and Economic & Social Issues (ESI).

 Phase 2 (Main Examination): The mains stage focuses more on subject-specific knowledge and
includes Economic & Social Issues (ESI), Agriculture & Rural Development (ARD), Descriptive English,
and stream-specific subjects such as Finance & Management, Development Economics, and
Statistics, depending on the discipline.

« Interview (Final Stage): Candidates who qualify for the mains examination are called for an interview.
At this stage, questions are generally based on the candidate’s educational background, current
affairs, subject knowledge, analytical thinking, communication skills, and overall suitability for the role.

A thorough understanding of the syllabus for each stage will help candidates prepare in a focused
manner and improve their chances of success in the NABARD Grade A 2026 examination.
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What is the NABARD Grade A Phase 01 & Phase 02 Syllabus?

As mentioned earlier, there are 8 sections in the syllabus of the NABARD Grade A 2026 Phase 1 exam.

These sections include:

e Reasoning Ability

e English Language

e Computer Knowledge

e Quantitative Aptitude

e Decision-Making

e General Awareness

 ARD (Agriculture & Rural Development)
e ESI (Economic & Social Issues).

Whereas, there are 3 sections in the NABARD Grade A 2026 Phase 2 syllabus. These are:

e English Descriptive Language
 ARD (Agriculture & Rural Development)
¢ ESI (Economic & Social Issues).

NABARD Grade A Phase 1 Reasoning Syllabus

Section Topics Covered

Reasoning Ability

Alphanumeric Series

Syllogism

Coding and Decoding
Order and Ranking
Blood Relations
Direction and Distance

Data Sufficiency

Puzzles and Seating Arrangements

Machine Input and Output

Inequality

Verbal Reasoning

NABARD Grade A Phase 1 Quantitative Aptitude Syllabus

Section Topics Covered

Quantitative Aptitude

Arithmetic - Percentage

Arithmetic — Ratio and Proportion

Arithmetic — Profit, Loss & Discount

Arithmetic — Simple & Compound Interest

Arithmetic — Average and Age

Arithmetic — Mixture and Alligation

Arithmetic — Time and Work

Arithmetic — Time, Speed & Distance
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Topics Covered

Data Interpretation

Number Series

Quadratic Equations

Simplification & Approximation

Quantity Comparison & Data Sufficiency
Mathematical Inequalities

Mensuration

NABARD Grade A Phase 1 General Awareness Syllabus

Subject

General Awareness

Topics Covered

Current Affairs

Banking Awareness

Indian Economy

Insurance Sector Awareness

Recent Appointments

Sports News and Events

Awards and Honours

Government Schemes and Initiatives
International News

National News

Science and Technology Developments
Important Reports and Indices

Budget and Economic Survey Highlights

Banking and Financial Sector Updates

NABARD Grade A Decision Making & Computer Knowledge Syllabus

Subject

Decision Making

Computer Knowledge

Topics Covered

Basics of Decision Making

Types of Decision Making

Types of Problems in Decision Making
Factors Affecting Decision Making
Making and Interpreting Information
Recognising Assumptions
Situation-Based Questions

Case Studies

Input and Output Devices
Computer Networking

Database Management System (DBMS)
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Subject Topics Covered
MS Office
Internet and Web Technologies
History of Computers and Generations of Computers
Computer Shortcuts
Computer Security
Computer Hardware

Memory and Storage Devices

NABARD Grade A Phase 01 & 02 English Language Syllabus

Subject Topics Covered
Phase 01 - English Reading Comprehension
Language

Gap Fillers

Double Fillers

Error Spotting

Sentence Rearrangement

Idioms & Phrases Usage and Replacement
Word Reshuffle [ Word Swapping

Para Jumbles

Cloze Test

Misspelled Words / Inappropriate Word Usage
Sentence Improvement

One Word Substitution

Grammar Topics Subject-Verb Agreement
(Applicable Across
Question Types)

Parts of Speech (Nouns, Pronouns, Adjectives, Verbs, Adverbs, Prepositions, Conjunctions)
Tenses

Articles

Conditional Sentences

Modals

Active and Passive Voice

Phase 02 - Descriptive  Essay Writing — Economic and Financial Issues, Social and Contemporary Developments,
English Governance and Public Policy, Technology and Society, Environmental Concerns, Ethical
or Abstract Themes, Agriculture-related Developments

Precis Writing — Writing a concise summary (approximately 120-180 words) of a given
passage while retaining its original meaning and avoiding personal opinions

Letter Writing — Formal or informal letters based on one of the given topics, generally
requiring a well-structured response of around 200-220 words
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NABARD Grade A Phase 1 & 2 ARD Syllabus 2026

Section

Agriculture

Soil & Water
Conservation

Water Resource &
Irrigation

Farm & Agricultural
Engineering

Plantation &
Horticulture

Animal Husbandry

Fisheries

Forestry

Agricultural
Extension

Ecology & Climate
Change

Present Indian
Agriculture

Rural Development

Topics Covered

Definition, meaning and branches of agriculture; Agronomy — definition and scope; Field
crop classification; Factors affecting crop production; Agro-climatic zones; Cropping
systems and types; Dryland agriculture and its challenges; Seed production, processing and
seed village concept; Agricultural meteorology and crop-weather advisory services;
Precision farming, System of Crop Intensification (SCI), and Organic Farming

Maijor soil types; Soil fertility; Fertilizers and manures; Soil erosion and conservation methods;
Watershed management

Types and sources of irrigation; Crop-water requirements; Command Area Development
Programme; Water conservation techniques; Micro-irrigation systems; Irrigation pumps;
Major, medium and minor irrigation projects

Farm machinery and power sources (human, animal, mechanical, electrical, wind, solar,
biomass, biofuels); Water harvesting structures and farm ponds; Agro-processing;
Controlled and modified storage systems; Storage of perishables; Godowns, bins and grain
silos

Definition and branches; Production technologies and agronomic practices; Post-harvest
management; Value chain and supply chain management

Importance in the Indian economy; Animal husbandry methods in Indig; Livestock
terminology and species; Classification of cattle breeds; Feed and fodder classification;
Poultry industry and management practices; Mixed farming; Complementarity between
livestock, poultry and agriculture

Fisheries resources and management (freshwater, brackish water and marine); Inland and
marine aquaculture; Fisheries biotechnology; Post-harvest technologies; Importance and
common fisheries terminology

Basic forestry concepts; Principles of silviculture; Forest mensuration, management and
economics; Social forestry; Agroforestry; Joint Forest Management (JFM); Forest policies and
legislation; India State of Forest Report; Recent developments by the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC)

Importance and role of agricultural extension; Extension evaluation methods; Krishi Vigyan
Kendras (KVKs)

Ecology and natural resource management; Causes and impacts of climate change;
Greenhouse gases (GHGs); Climate adaptation and mitigation; Impact on agriculture and
rural livelihoods; Carbon credits; IPCC; UNFCCC; Conferences of Parties (CoP); Climate
finance mechanisms; NAPCC, SAPCC and India's climate commitments

Trends and challenges in Indian agriculture; Measures for improving farm viability; Factors of
agricultural production; Agricultural finance and marketing; Impact of globalization; Food
security; Farm management concepts and types

Concept of rural areas; Structure of the Indian rural economy; Economic, social and
demographic importance of the rural sector; Causes of rural backwardness; Rural
occupations and workforce trends; Problems of rural labour; Issues in the handloom sector;
Panchayati Raj Institutions; Government schemes such as MGNREGA, NRLM, Rural Drinking
Water Programme, Swachh Bharat Mission, Rural Housing Schemes and PURA
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NABARD Grade A 2026 Phase 1& 2 ESI Syllabus

Subject

Basic Economic Concepts

Indian Economic Development
(Historical Perspective)

Public Finance &
Macroeconomic Policies

Social & Development Issues

Banking, Institutions &
Development

Topics Covered

National Income Accounting; Schools of Economic Thought; Economic Growth
and Development; Human Development; Sustainable Development

Nature of the Indian Economy; Indian Economy on the Eve of Independence; India
(1947-1991): Macroeconomy, Agriculture, Industry, Services, and External Sector;
Economic Reforms; Indian Economy Post-1991: Macroeconomy, Agriculture,
Industry, Services, and External Sector

Public Expenditure and Public Receipts; Public Debt; Fiscal Policy; Federal Finance;
Inflation; Indian Taxation System; Planning in India and Five-Year Plans

Poverty; Unemployment; Population Growth and Demographic Issues; Health;
Education; Gender Issues; Positive Discrimination; Multiculturalism; Urbanisation
and Migration

Key International Economic Institutions; Role of Banks and the RBI in the
Development Process; Rural Credit; Microfinance and Financial Inclusion

NABARD Grade A Interview Syllabus

Unlike Phase 1 and Phase 2, the interview stage of the NABARD Grade A selection process does not have a
fixed syllabus. The interview is designed to assess a candidate’s overall personality, awareness,
communication skills, and suitability for the role. Therefore, candidates should adopt a well-rounded
preparation strategy and be prepared to answer questions from a variety of areas.

Here are the key topics that are commonly covered during the interview:

e Knowledge of NABARD

o Candidates should have a good understanding of NABARD's role, objectives, functions, major
schemes, and recent initiatives. Interviewers often ask questions about NABARD's contribution to
agriculture, rural development, and financial inclusion in India.

Economy, Finance, and Banking (Rural Focus)

o Basic concepts related to economics, finance, and banking are frequently discussed. Special
emphasis is placed on rural development policies, agricultural finance, financial inclusion, and the
role of banking institutions in supporting rural growth.

Current Affairs Relevant to NABARD

o Candidates are expected to stay updated with recent developments in agriculture, rural
development, government welfare schemes, banking, and the Indian economy. Awareness of
current issues and policy initiatives can significantly strengthen interview performance.

Biodata/DAF-Based Questions

o Interviewers often ask questions based on the information provided in the Detailed Application Form
(DAF) or biodata. This may include your educational background, hometown, achievements,
hobbies, interests, and extracurricular activities.

Work Experience (If Applicable)

o Candidates with prior work experience should be prepared to discuss their job roles, responsibilities,
key achievements, challenges faced, and the skills they gained from their professional experience.

HR and Personality-Based Questions

o The interview panel may assess your personality traits, strengths, weaknesses, decision-making
ability, leadership qualities, career goals, and motivation for joining NABARD. Honest and well-
structured responses are important in this section.
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e Opinion-Based and Situational Questions
o Candidates may be asked to share their views on important social, economic, agricultural, or rural
development issues. Situational questions are also common and are designed to evaluate
problem-solving skills, judgment, and practical thinking.

Overall, success in the NABARD Grade A interview depends not only on subject knowledge but also on
confidence, clarity of thought, communication skills, and awareness of current issues related to
agriculture, rural development, and the banking sector.

Conclusion

The NABARD Grade A examination is one of the most prestigious opportunities for candidates aspiring to
build a career in the fields of agriculture, rural development, banking, and finance. With a well-structured
selection process comprising Phase 1, Phase 2, and the Interview, the exam evaluates not only a
candidate’'s aptitude and subject knowledge but also their overall personality and awareness of issues
affecting the rural economy.

A thorough understanding of the syllabus is the foundation of effective preparation. From Reasoning,
Quantitative Aptitude, English Language, and General Awareness to specialized subjects such as
Agriculture & Rural Development (ARD) and Economic & Social Issues (ESI), every section plays an
important role in the final selection process. Candidates who prepare strategically and align their studies
with the official syllabus are better positioned to perform well in the examination.

As the NABARD Grade A 2026 notification is expected to be released soon, aspirants should utilize this
time to strengthen their concepts, stay updated with current affairs, and develop a disciplined study
plan. Consistent preparation, regular revision, and practice with previous years' questions can
significantly improve the chances of success.

With dedication, the right strategy, and a clear understanding of the syllabus, candidates can confidently
move closer to achieving their goal of becoming a NABARD Grade A Officer and contributing to India’s
agricultural and rural development journey.
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THE CLASSROOM BEHIND THIS BOOK

Be next. Be a topper.

Six of the ten highest scorers in NABARD Grade A 2026 prepared with us — 32 final selections from the
2025 batch alone, 12 more at the interview stage. The same mentors write this material every day,
and teach the courses below.

6/10 32 12 Daily

of the top ten scorers final selections, one batch reached the interview current affairs, free
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RBI Grade B 2026 Phase 1 + Phase 2 with descriptive practice —
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Free live strategy sessions Every week on Zoom, with the mentors behind these
results — c4scourses.in/webinar/

Daily current affairs Every morning, free — c4scourses.in/current-affairs/

Daily quiz Ten questions on each day’s news —
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WhatsApp channel Every new PDF, first —
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Telegram tme/Clarity4Sure

Talk to a mentor +91 87086 52887 - c4scourses.in/enquiry/
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